
 

 

 

Fall 2020 K – 1 Advancement Plan Frequently Asked Questions 

for PPS Parents 

 

Q: What does the Blended Learning model look like for my student(s)? 

Peoria Public Schools has developed a blended learning model which places student and staff 

safety as a priority. The intent of the blended model is to allow students in person instruction 

while maintaining CDC and IDPH guidelines for physical distancing through a reduced number 

of students in each building.  

Students will follow an A/B style schedule Monday through Thursday. Students on the A 

schedule will attend school in person on Mondays and Wednesdays. Students on the B 

schedule will attend in person on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Fridays will alternate as in-person 

instruction days with A schedule students attending one Friday and B schedule students 

attending the following Friday. This will include special education inclusion students. Families 

will be assigned the same schedule for student continuity across schools. 

Students who are attending school in self-contained classrooms will be following the same A/B 

schedule as regular division students. 

 

Q:  If I choose to stay in distance will I have the same teacher? 

A:  The principal and executive director will work with each family with a special request to 

accommodate their request.  We cannot guarantee the child will have the same teacher. 

 

Q:  Do I have to decide when I am called about blended learning interest and asked to 

choose? 

A:  We can give you a day to decide if need be, but need to get each families decision in order 

to provide adequate staffing for our students. 

  



Q:  What happens if we retreat again?  Will my child go back to their teacher they began the 

year with? 

A:   Your child will stay with their new teacher, if they had to make a switch. 

 

Q:  If I choose distance can I switch to Acellus? 

A:  At this time we do not have any extra Acellus licenses but we can make a note that you are 

adding this to your request, should seats become available. 

 

Q: Will my child have the option to switch from in-person to PPS Virtual after school starts? 

A: No. Parents wanting their child to participate in Virtual only learning needed to opt in 

through online registration in Skyward. The virtual option will take place in 9-week increments 

(or semester for high school) and families can continue or opt out following the 9-week point 

(or semester for high school) of the schedule. Parents will have the option of continuing 

distance learning in lieu of in-person learning for unique circumstances. 

 

Q: On in-person learning days, what safety protocols will be in place during arrival and 

dismissal? 

A: Each building has developed safety protocols and procedures to maintain physical distancing 

for arrival and dismissal. 

Q: Will buses run as normal? 

A: Yes. With the blended model, the number of students attending school each day will be 

reduced. Therefore, we anticipate be able to accommodate most all student transportation 

requests, following the blended three tier bell schedule. 

Q: What will be the procedures for lunch during on campus and off campus days? 

A: Each building will determine their lunch schedule and location protocols.  All buildings will 

make every effort to allow an opportunity for students to eat in their classroom. Meals will be 

available for students on their off-campus learning days. 

Q: Will latchkey by offered at all primary schools? 

A: Yes, each primary school will be offering latchkey for on-campus days. Please contact your 

school for more specific details. 

  



Q: Will parents and visitors be allowed in the building? 

A: Visitors must be restricted to authorized personnel only. Visitors to any building must always 

wear an appropriate and approved face covering and report directly to the main office for a 

wellness screening which includes a temperature check. Visitors will remain in the main office 

or other designated area for the duration of the visit. Students or staff will be asked to meet the 

visitor to conduct business as needed. Visitors will not have access to the building in general as 

to maintain physical distancing and student bubbling. This will be in addition to the normal sign 

in procedures. 

Q: Will physical distancing happen in all settings? 

A: Peoria Public Schools students and staff are encouraged to maintain physical distancing (6 

feet separation) throughout the school day. Signage reminding staff, visitors, and students to 

maintain physical distancing will be placed at all entrances, in classrooms and throughout other 

common areas. Physical distancing applies to all areas including the classroom, common areas 

and the main office. 

Q: How will students be in a “bubble” at the primary level? 

A: Each building principal has established their own Return to School committee. It is the 

building committee’s responsibility to develop and implement the guidelines laid out in the RTS 

plan. This could be accomplished by keeping the students in one classroom throughout the day, 

assigning students to one hallway, one restroom, and one entryway. 

Q: Please provide information on other classroom protocols besides assigned seats. What 

would be some examples? 

A: Other examples would be, placing desks six feet apart and facing the same direction, marking 

tables with an X to indicate where students should be seated, clearly marking areas where 

students should stand, lineup or wait.  

Q: Will students and staff be required to wear a mask? 

A: Yes. Per the guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education, masks will be expected to be 

worn by all students and staff. 

  



Q: What will the daily health screening be for students and staff? 

A: Only students and staff who are healthy should report for in-person learning. Students and 

staff with any of the following symptoms of COVID-19 must remain home:  

• Fever or chills 

• Cough 

• Shortness of breath or difficulty 

breathing 

• Fatigue  

• A measured temperature of 100.4 

degrees Fahrenheit or greater 

• Headache 

• New loss of taste or smell 

• Sore throat 

• Nausea or vomiting 

• Known close contact with a person 

who has been diagnosed with 

COVID-19 

Temperature and symptom screenings are required for all students and staff prior to entering 

the building. Students and staff may self-certify that they are free of COVID-19 symptoms and 

do not have a fever of 100.4 degrees or higher. 

 

Q: What will be the protocol for a sick student, teacher, staff member or school personnel? 

A: Any student or staff member who begins to exhibit a high fever associated with COVID-19 

like symptoms must report to the designated area, following the building procedure. This 

includes any approved before or after school activities. Students will be provided a face 

covering and will remain in the quarantine area until a parent or guardian picks the student up 

or alternative transportation home is arranged (school buses or public transport must NOT be 

used). These individuals must self-monitor and return to school according to the IDPH 

guidelines. 

Q: How will families be notified if their child is required to go home? 

A: Each building will have its own protocol for notifying families designed by the principal. 

Q: What will be the protocol when a case is confirmed in the school? 

A: Once learning of a COVID-19 case in someone who has been in a school, Peoria Public 

Schools will immediately notify local health officials. These officials will help administrators 

determine a course of action for the school and programs. 

• The Peoria Public Schools Director of Communications will notify the Peoria County Health 

department of the positive case of COVID-19 

• The two entities will collaborate to confirm the positive COVID-19 case and to what degree 

the Peoria Public Schools Positive Case Plan will be implemented. 

  



Q: If the school is closed for cleaning, will students have an online day of learning? 

A: During any school dismissal, full Distance learning will continue for all students Monday 

through Friday as scheduled. 

Q: Will there be increased opportunities for handwashing and hand sanitizing around the 

school buildings? 

A: Frequent hand washing and hand sanitizing is key to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

Staff members must clean hands as often as possible with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. If soap and water are not available, an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at 

least 60% alcohol may be used. Staff must avoid touching their mouth, eyes, or nose as much as 

possible. Staff and students must hand sanitize upon entering the classroom each time. Hand 

sanitizer will be provided by the District. Each building will place signage reminding everyone of 

the need for proper hand hygiene in the appropriate areas. If assisting a student requires close 

contact, hand washing, or sanitizing must be done before and after contact with students. 


